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Cemetery Rules & Regulations 

Adopted October 14, 2025 

No grave shall be opened without first notifying the Town of Louisburg so a representative   can inspect 

the site.  

Before a grave is opened, a Town representative will inspect the site for any existing damage. 

All graves must be dug with caution to avoid disturbing any markers, monuments, or other graves. 

Funeral homes are responsible for proper grave opening and closing procedures, including raking the 

grave site, removing all debris and waste materials, and laying grass seed or sod after flowers are 

removed. This must be completed within two weeks of burial. 

All remains must be placed in a burial vault. Cremated remains intended for burial must be placed in a 

sealed container, provided by the funeral home according to specifications.  All cremation burials must 

be performed by a funeral home and not privately.  

When closing a grave, the site must be tamped, and the soil should not be left more than six inches 

above the existing ground level.  

All excess soil must be removed to a designated storage area within the cemetery.  

All cut or artificial floral arrangements must be removed when they become wilted or unsightly. If the 

owner does not remove the flowers, the Town will do so. The Town is not responsible for flowers that 

are damaged, stolen, misplaced, or damaged by lawn maintenance equipment due to being improperly 

placed on a burial plot. 

Items that impede maintenance, such as glass, toys, stones, fencing, construction material, bagged rock, 

figurines, solar lights, and canvas covers, are not permitted on grave sites in the Town's cemeteries. The 

only exception is flowers. The Town will not be responsible for items left in the cemeteries and may 

remove them if these guidelines are not followed. These items pose a danger to maintenance 

equipment and personnel.  

The planting or placement of trees, bushes, or other plants; real or artificial, is prohibited on any lot.              

The Town is not responsible for the maintenance of marker stones, including cleaning, repair, or re-

setting stones that have fallen over or been misplaced. It is the responsibility of the customer and 

monument company to order and install the marker stone on the plot. 

The burial of pets is not permitted in any Town-owned cemeteries.     

Head and foot stones may include removable, interlocking bronze or metal flower vases. The Town will 

not be responsible for any lost or stolen vases.                  
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Removed flowers and arrangements must be properly disposed of and not left on the cemetery's 

perimeter. Flower or plant arrangements in clay, glass, concrete, or plastic pots are not allowed on plots 

or headstones/footstones. The Town reserves the right to remove any arrangement or container 

deemed unsightly. 

Bricks, stones, stakes, or any other material used to hold flower arrangements on a headstone or 

footstone are not allowed. Excluding memorial benches, seating arrangements such as benches and 

chairs are not permitted on any plot.  

Headstones and footstones must not encroach upon or extend into an adjacent plot. The Town reserves 

the right to require the customer to remove or reset the monument stone to its appropriate place.                                            

Only a licensed funeral home company may open a plot or perform a burial in a Town-owned cemetery. 

For all casket and cremation burials, the funeral home must contact the Town to have the designated 

plot properly marked before the burial can proceed. 

No burial of any kind is permitted in the space between two existing, mapped plots. Per plot, the Town 

will allow one casket burial and two inurnment burials.  

Permanent stone grave markers must be placed on graves within 12 months of burial in all Town-owned 

cemeteries. These markers must be made of marble, granite, or bronze anchored to a granite base. A 

single stone with two family members' names is acceptable but must be centered on the dividing line 

between the two plots. In the rear section of Oakwood Cemetery, all headstones must be flat and raised 

no more than one inch above the ground. Markers made of building material, rocks, or anything other 

than the specified materials are not permitted. Temporary tag markers provided by funeral homes are 

not permanent markers and must be removed once the permanent marker is in place. If after 12 months 

a permanent grave marker is not installed, the Town will mark the grave with a simple stone or concrete 

marker and a means to identify the deceased. This cost will be invoiced to the family.    

 


