EDC Committee Meeting Minutes from Jan. 9™ 2025

The Louisburg EDC Committee met on Thursday January 9™, 2025 at 4:00 PM in the Council
Chambers in Town Hall at 110 W. Nash Street Louisburg, NC 27549. Committee Members
present where Chair Will Hinton, Paige Sayles, Felix Allen, Kelly Carraway and Andrea
Woodin. With the assistance of IT Director James Harris, Councilman Stover joined the
meeting remotely. Staff present were Town Clerk Pamela Perry and Terry Satterwhite Planning
and Zoning Administrator.

Chair Will Hinton asked for any amendments or changes from November’s meeting minutes.
There was one change of the spelling of Kinsley’s-Fresh Market. Should be Kingsley. Paige
Sayles made a motion to approve the minutes with the correction. Everyone agreed. The motion
passed without objection.

Derek Halberg from the Tar River Land Conservancy

Derek Halberg from the Tar River Land Conservancy presented to the committee about the
organization's work in land conservation. He explained that the Tar River Land Conservancy
operates in 8 counties, protecting land through conservation easements and outright
acquisitions.

Halberg highlighted that the organization has protected 10,500 acres through conservation
easements and owns 7,000 acres across 7 counties. He noted their recent focus on opening
lands to the public, with about 12 miles of hiking trails now available on 4 nature preserves in
Southern Granville County.

The presentation touched on the concept of greenways - paved, bikeable, walkable paths that
can connect municipal areas. Halberg shared examples from Person and Granville Counties
where the Conservancy has been involved in feasibility studies for greenway projects.

Halberg suggested that Louisburg could benefit from a comprehensive greenway system
connecting various town assets like Depot Hill, River Bend, Joyner Park, Louisburg High
School, and Louisburg College. He emphasized the potential economic benefits of such a
system in attracting visitors and enhancing quality of life.

Committee members asked questions about costs and existing county plans. Satterwhite
mentioned a pending grant application for a trail from Depot Hill to Joyner Park, with an
estimated total cost of around $50,000.

The committee discussed the possibility of a more comprehensive greenway vision for
Louisburg. Halberg advised being bold in planning while acknowledging implementation
could occur in phases.

It was asked that Mr. Satterwhite collaborate with Mr. Halberg on future grant applications for
greenway projects.

Mr. Hinton stated that there was an item that was not on the agenda that he thought the
committee should be aware of. Michael Liter owns 4 acres on East River Rd, it is the second
set of building on the right. There are two storage buildings that is being rehabbed and cleaning
up of the property.

Another item that was not included on the agenda was Sean Kingsley. He is opening a fresh
market space. He is very interested in each committee member coming to visit him and have



dialogue. His phone number is 413-658-5519. The cleanup and rehab of this building is
wonderful.

Dialogue Concerning Proposed Land Plan

The committee discussed a recent meeting with Sean Medlin regarding a proposed land plan
for the north side of the river between Depot Hill and the river. The chair shared that he had
seen a map of an aspirational plan for this area, which included streets, apartments, and single-
family dwellings.

The chair expressed his opinion that before considering such developments, the area should be
cleaned up, the tree canopy raised, and made to look more like a park. He suggested that Sean
Medlin seemed receptive to this feedback.

No formal action was taken on this item.

Attendance at History and Culture Foundation Meeting

The chair reported on his attendance at a meeting of the Tar River Center for History and
Culture. The main topic of discussion was the potential transfer of responsibilities for the
Person Place building from the Person Place Preservation Society to the Tar River Center.

The chair shared that the Person Place's annual expenses are less than $10,000, but the building
requires ongoing maintenance and periodic major repairs. He suggested that four entities
should support the Person Place: Louisburg College (the owner), a potentially rejuvenated
Person Place Preservation Society, the Tar River Center for History and Culture, and the Town
of Louisburg.

Committee members discussed the historical significance of the Person Place and the
challenges of maintaining it. Concerns were raised about the future of the building and its
contents, as the Person Place Preservation Society has given up its lease.

Chair Will Hinton suggested that the Historic Preservation Commission meet with
representatives from Louisburg College, the Person Place Preservation Society, the Tar River
Center for History and Culture, and the Town of Louisburg to discuss the future of the Person
Place. Everyone agreed.

Closing of W. Johnson Street

The committee discussed the potential closing of West Johnson Street. Members expressed
concerns about the impact on traffic flow, access to the west side of town, and the potential
negative effects on downtown development.

Felix Allen moved to recommend to the Town Council that West Johnson Street not be closed.
The motion passed unanimously.

Update on Social District

The committee received a lengthy packet about the social district. Due to time constraints and
inclement weather preparations, it was decided to postpone discussion of this item to the
February meeting.



Food Trucks

This agenda item was not discussed due to time constraints.

Pet Friendly Downtown

This agenda item was not discussed due to time constraints.
The next meeting will be on February 3™, 2025 at 4PM at Blue Coffee Shop.

Adjourn

Chair Will Hinton motion to adjourn. The motion passed unanimously.
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